
The Academy for Design and Technology

Parent Camp
(for parents of 9th graders)

WELCOME



Campus Leadership

Dr. Melvin Bedford AHS Principal

Tanya Mast AHS Director of Academics

Maria Quick Administrative Assistant
(all academies)

Stacy Webster Academy Coordinator
(all academies)



ADT Leadership

Dr. Jonathan Purser ADT Assistant Principal

Karla Flores ADT Counselor

Tarryn Bronikowski ADT Instructional Coach



AHS Counselors
(by students’ alpha)



AHS Counselors



ADT 9 Teachers

Name Subject
● Cristian Rios
● Anthony Atwood
● Max Vanderheyden

World Geography

● Kendra Bartsch English

● Sydney Mitchell Biology

● Kelly Kim Geometry



ADT 10 Teachers

Name Subject
● Anthony Atwood World History

● Ben Keller
● Mel Stewart

English

● Jean Feeser Chemistry

● Jackson Bauer Algebra II



The Academy for Design and Technology
at Austin High School

ADT 101: What is ADT?



Pillars of Learning

ADT Graduates are:

❖  Innovative and Critical Investigators

❖ Communicators

❖ Self-directed Learners 

❖ Collaborators



What is Design Thinking?



ADT 9th Grade Experiences

Signature Events Project-based Learning (PBL) Learning Expeditions

● ADT Game Night ● Genius Hour Showcase ● Samsung Semiconductor

● Gingerbread House Design 
Contest

● Mini Golf Design Challenge ● Wonderspaces

● Valentine Design ● And more! ● ACC Fashion Program

● FreshMUN (Model United 
Nations simulation)

● Team Building Overnight Trip 
(pending)

● And more! ● And more!

● ADT Speaker Series



9th Grade



Mini Golf Design Challenge

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1mO5iRlL1Ku1iypl2gFP_KpRoV7-iGV7E/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1H_Y1UiA7Bk6Iwvprm9fW1S78oxgAFBIQ/preview


ADT 10th Grade Experiences

Project-based Learning (PBL) Signature Events

● Fall Fashion Show ● Expedition School

● School Sustainability Project ● UT Austin Visit

● Redesign a Space at AHS ● ADT Speaker Series



The Expedition School



Design a Space 
Project



Travel Opportunities
● San Francisco 
● Boston
● Panama (TBD)







Graduation Distinction
● 3 technology-based or design-focused electives*

● 80 “Techsploration” points 

● Senior Seminar Experience

*1 design-focused elective may also count as the fine 
arts requirement for graduation. 



Techsploration Points
● Techsploration Points are awarded for tasks and activities outside of 

the classroom that align with the ADT pillars.
○ Signature Experiences (learning expeditions, travel opportunities, senior 

seminar and more)

● Self-selected Techsploration
○ Using online resources to teach yourself a new skill
○  Partnering with a local maker or expert to learn a new craft
○ Identifying a need in your community. Seek to better understand the need 

through interviews and additional research, then design a solution.
○ Reaching outside of the classroom to work with others (partnerships, 

community resources, global connections, etc.) 



Senior Seminar
● Senior Seminar: Genius Hour/Passion Project
● ADT Internships

○ Austin High Makerspace Internship
○ Off-campus opportunities



ADT Student Advisory Board (SAB)

● Provide input on projects, activities, events, 
learning expeditions, travel, and more

● Collaborate with ADT teachers
● Embrace ownership of their academy and high 

school experience

Students can join SAB to:



Follow ADT on IG & FB

@adtATaustinhigh Facebook

Join the Parent Advisory Board (PAB)





Academy Partnerships



Struggling Student Protocol
Are you keeping up with 

a calendar? (BLEND, 
agendas, to-do lists)

Do you have a 
distraction-free study 

zone at home?

Are you completing        
A day homework on       

A day and B day 
homework on B day?

Do you have a set time 
each day devoted to 

homework and 
studying?

Are you utilizing online 
resources like BLEND, 

Khan Academy, Quizlet, 
etc?

Have you attended a FIT 
session for re-teaching 

or corrections?

Have you attended 
tutorials or office hours 

to work with the 
teacher?

Are you attempting all 
work and submitting 

assignments on time? 

Have you met with your 
team of teachers to 

problem solve?

Parent/teacher/student intervention meeting



Wonderspaces



Wonderspaces


